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September 20, 1957
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Shipments o f Montana products o f  farm, fo r e s t ,  and mines are reaching 
important markets both to the east and on the west coa st, according to Montana 
Business, monthly pu blication  o f  Montana State U n iversity ’ s Bureau o f  Business 
and Economic Research.
The a r t ic le ,  by Dr. William S. Peters o f  the School o f  Business, compares 
the pattern o f  in te rs ta te  r a i l  shipments o f  basic products from Montana with Wyo- 
ming and Idaho, and presents fig u res  on changes in  the destinations o f  Montana’ s 
shipments from 1939 to  1954.
’’Of p a rticu lar in t e r e s t ,” the a r t ic le  s ta tes , " is  the d iv is ion  o f  Montana's 
exports between west coast states and those ly ing to the e a s t .” Approximately 
one-quarter o f  the tonnage o f  a l l  outgoing r a i l  shipments from Montana i s  now 
moving to the three west coast s ta te s . In wheat and c a t t le  and calves th is  pro­
portion is  found to  be 31 and 37 per cent re sp e ctiv e ly , a considerable increase 
over the same percentages in 1939. In fa c t ,  the leading s in g le  state  o f  destina­
tion fo r  shipments o f c a t t le  and calves seems now to be C a lifo rn ia , which receives 
almost one-quarter o f  Montana's shipments.
Outgoing wheat shipments average 807 m iles , c a t t le  and ca lv es , 1027; lumber, 
shingles, and la th , 1445; and pulpwood, 1225 m iles , according to  Dr. Peters.
A fter examining the shipment patterns fo r  Montana, Idaho, and Wyoming, and 
the recent changes in  the destination  o f  Montana's r a i l  shipments, the a r t ic le  
concludes that " fo r  a number o f  v it a l  export markets Montana now looks both east
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